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economy.  The proposed project is anticipated to contribute to on-going changes in the current rural 

landscape.     

 

Mitigation Plan 

Visual impacts related to potential historic properties are anticipated in varying degrees within 

a five-mile radius of the project through changes to the surrounding area that will impact setting, as 

defined by the National Register guidelines. It is anticipated that adverse visual impacts will be 

addressed through a formal mitigation plan designed to promote the preservation and continued 

meaningfulness of historic resources.  Such a plan, developed in consultation with OHPO and 

interested parties, such as the Van Wert County Historical Society, may be formalized through the 

negotiation of a formal Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) that specifies mitigation measures, 

responsibilities, and implementation schedules.   

Recommendations for a range of possible measures to mitigate the visual impacts were 

developed that take into account the nature of the impact, the character of the existing resource base, 

practicality in implementation, and public benefit.   Two classes of endangered resources, rural schools 

(ca. 1870 to ca.1929) and agricultural outbuildings (ca. 1880 to ca. 1940), were identified during the 

reconnaissance survey.  Both categories present mitigation opportunities, including in-depth 

documentation and public interpretation, which would increase awareness and support private 

preservation of these properties in the area of greatest project visibility. All of these properties are 

privately owned and any mitigation measures should proceed with the cooperation of the property 

owners.  In addition to the measures discussed below, on-going consultation with local preservation 

groups, such as the Van Wert Historical Society, may identify capital improvement projects or other 

programs whose support would provide appropriate mitigation measures that are of direct interest to 

the community.  Such measures may include museum roof restoration or support of on-going 

programs.  

 

Rural Schools 

Proposed mitigation measures to address this class of resources include an integrated program of 

documentation, public interpretation, and resource support.   

 
1. Thematic documentation on the properties to the technical and substantive standards of 

the National Register of Historic Places will generate data on the history, use, and current 
condition of the properties sufficient to support resource nomination, preservation, and 
interpretation. Such an effort also would provide opportunities for public out reach and 
involvement through the identification of photographic materials and documents in 
private collections related to the use of the buildings in the community.     
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2.  Public interpretation of the history and design of the rural schools will be achieved 

through the development of an illustrated public history of the resources emphasizing 
school history, design, and role in the community.  Such a full color publication is 
anticipated to be approximately 30 pages in length and will be appropriate for public 
distribution through the historical society, public libraries, and public schools.    

3. Resource support for the schools will be achieved through measures designed to address 
the current condition and use of the buildings.  The majority of these resources are in 
deteriorated condition; roof failure was identified as the major factor in accelerated 
building deterioration.  An emergency fund to support the appropriate repair and 
replacement of school roofs through a dedicated grant program will be explored.  A 
brochure illustrating appropriate building rehabilitation measures and successful reuse 
strategies will be developed to support long-term preservation of the resources.   

 

Agricultural Outbuildings 

Preservation of antiquated agricultural outbuildings poses a nationwide challenge in the field of 

preservation.  These structures frequently are underutilized due to their specialized design and are ill 

suited to the demands of contemporary agriculture.   The historic character of the survey area is largely 

defined by its collection of agriculture outbuildings related to the cultivation and storage of grain 

crops.  Barns, granaries, corn cribs, corn barns, and silos are character defining features of the overall 

landscape and document agricultural methods and processes no longer in use. Mitigation measures to 

document and interpret these resources would serve to recognize this important component of local 

identity and to encourage preservation of privately owned buildings.  The following mitigation 

program achieves these objectives.   

 

1. Thematic historic structures reports will be prepared for each of the major building types 
historically associated with grain production in the area.  These reports will emphasize 
design, construction, and evolution of the type over time as well as discuss the agriculture 
process related to the building type.  The reports will be illustrated with historic and 
contemporary photographs, and drawings.   

 
2. A general interest publication on local agricultural buildings related to grain production 

between ca. 1880 and ca.1940 will be prepared based on the thematic studies.  This full color 
publication is anticipated to be approximately 50 pages in length and will interpret the 
agricultural buildings within the agricultural process.  It is anticipated that the publication will 
be distributed through the local historical society, public library, and agricultural groups. 

 
3. Museum-quality, travelling exhibit panels will be prepared to accompany the general interest 

publication.  A minimum of three panels will be prepared interpreting local agricultural 
history and associated buildings.  It is anticipated that such an exhibit would be suitable for 
display at libraries and such events as the Van Wert County Fair.   
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CHAPTER V 
 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION  
 

 

 

Reconnaissance-level architectural survey was undertaken within a five-mile radius of the 

proposed Blue Creek Wind Farm Project in accordance Chapter 4906-17-08 (D) Cultural Impact of the 

Ohio Revised Code.  

The survey area encompassed 261.25 square miles containing 167,190.75 acres.   Inventory 

data were recorded for 2,475 buildings, structures, and cemeteries along with associated landscapes in 

portions of Van Wert and Paulding counties.  

Three properties in the City of Van Wert currently are listed in the National Register of 

Historic Places. The current architectural investigation identified 835 properties.  These properties 

comprise 2 districts, 23 individual resources, and 40 properties linked to two important historical 

themes that may possess the qualities of significance and integrity required for National Register 

consideration.   

The Blue Creek Farm Energy Project will introduce a new type of development to the APE 

that differs in scale, use, and design from established patterns that will be visible in varying degrees 

within the five-mile radius. Visual impacts related to potential historic properties are anticipated in 

varying degrees within a five-mile radius of the project through changes to the surrounding area 

impacting setting, as defined by the National Register guidelines.  

It is anticipated that adverse visual impacts will be addressed through a formal mitigation plan 

designed to promote the preservation and continued meaningfulness of historic resources. Such a plan, 

developed in consultation with OHPO and interested parties, such as the Van Wert County Historical 

Society, may be formalized through the negotiation of a formal Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) 

that specifies mitigation measures, responsibilities, and implementation schedules.   

Recommendations for measures to mitigate the visual impacts were developed that take into 

account the nature of the impact, the character of the existing resource base, practicality in 

implementation, and public benefit.   Two classes of endangered resources, rural schools (ca.1870 to 

ca.1929), and agricultural outbuildings (ca. 1880 to ca. 1940), were identified as appropriate 

candidates for mitigation.  Both categories present mitigation opportunities, including in-depth 
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documentation and public interpretation, which would increase awareness and support private 

preservation of these properties in the area of greatest project visibility.   
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