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Portland proclaims 40th anniversary of Earth Day “A Day of Recognition for Andy Linehan”

PORTLAND, Ore. – The City of Portland today honored Iberdrola Renewables’ Andy Linehan, 
former Director of Wind Energy Permitting, by proclaiming April 22, 2010, the 40th anniversary of 
Earth Day, “A Day of Recognition for Andy Linehan” in Portland.

Linehan died in January 2010 at age 54 after a long battle with cancer.  He championed wildlife 
issues almost to the end.  He worked with the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to help 
Iberdrola Renewables in October 2008 become the first US wind power company to voluntarily 
adopt an Avian and Bat Protection Plan.  The company now conducts pre- and post-construction 
studies at the company’s US wind farms whether or not those studies are required.  Iberdrola 
Renewables is the second largest owner of wind farms in the US with more than 3,500 
megawatts currently in operation and a pipeline of 24,500 megawatts of projects in various stages 
of planning.   

 “Iberdrola Renewables was honored to provide Andy a platform to do his good work on behalf of 
our company, the entire wind industry and the world,” said Ralph Currey, CEO of Iberdrola 
Renewables.  “It is now all of our jobs to carry forward the many responsible efforts that Andy 
began.”

Linehan was a founding board member of the American Wind and Wildlife Institute and was 
appointed by the president in 2007 to a federal advisory committee preparing recommendations 
for the USFWS on wind power.  On March 4, 2010 the committee submitted its recommendations 
to the Secretary of the Interior, dedicating the document to Linehan to recognize “Andy’s 
contributions to the Committee’s Guidelines and his tireless efforts to build agreement on many 
issues related to wind and wildlife.  In honor of Andy’s leadership and inspiration, this agreement 
is dedicated in his memory.” http://www.fws.gov/habitatconservation/windpower/
Wind_Turbine_Guidelines_Advisory_Committee_Recommendations_Secretary.pdf

The American Wind Energy Association (AWEA) presented Linehan with the AWEA Special 
Achievement Award for his exemplary contribution to the advancement of the wind industry in 
2007.  Now AWEA has established the annual Andrew Linehan Award for Environmental 
Excellence to recognize individuals in the wind industry “who contribute to the responsible siting 
and permitting of individual projects, who tackle wildlife issues proactively and who work to 
establish and advance, as Andy did, the highest environmental standards for the industry.”

Born in Paris in 1955 to a US Foreign Service officer, he grew up in the US, Canada, Australia, 
Liberia, Ghana and Sierra Leone.  Linehan earned degrees from Reed College and Princeton 
University and worked with Carnegie Endowment for International Peace and the Brookings 
Institution in Washington, D.C., the Peace Corp, the federal Bonneville Power Administration and 
the Portland office of CH2M Hill before joining PPM Energy, now Iberdrola Renewables.
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In addition to his national role in the clean, renewable energy industry, Linehan’s local civic 
activities included presidency of the Portland City Club. He was appointed by the Portland city 
council to the Citizen Campaign Commission, which helped develop and modify Portland's 
ground-breaking publicly financed election campaigns, and he was active in his Laurelhurst 
neighborhood association.

Friends have established the "Andrew Linehan Scholarship” fund at Reed College in his memory. 
www.giving.reed.edu. Click “Give Online” and use the “Comments” field to direct your gift to the 
Andrew Linehan Scholarship. Contribute by phone at 877-865-1469, noting the fund. 

Contact:  Jan Johnson, Iberdrola Renewables, 503.796.7070         
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